
Previous to this time there has been
a gathering of the members in and
about the church, where old friends
greeted each other and new acquaint¬
ances were made. A kind, friendly,
Christian spirit permeated them all
and many were the happy greetings
and the pleasant reminiscences of
past associations. Mingled with it all
were many good and interesting sto¬
ries told, which brought smiles and
laughter from the hearers.

When, however, the members of the
Assembly and otherB gathered in the
church, It was evident that they had
but one thought: that was to hear the
moderator's sermon and receive the
message from God's word which he
had for them. The moderator, Rev.
Dr. C. W. Grafton, announced that
the purpose of his sermon was that all
who heard him might be brought a lit¬
tle nearer to Jesus and to feel all
through the meeting of the Assembly
that He was with them and was guid¬
ing them individually and as a body.
The sermon was listened to with in¬
tense interest and the closest atten¬
tion. We are fortunate in being able
to give it to our readers in full on
another page of this issue.

Rev. Dr. C. R. Hemphill; president
of Louisville Seminary, and Rev. Dr.
Thornton Whaling, president of Co¬
lumbia Seminary, assisted Dr. Graf¬
ton in the services accompanying the
sermon.

Following the sermon the Lord's
supper was celebrated, conducted by
Dr. Grafton, the closing prayer being
made by Rev. Dr. A. B. Currie.

During the recess the ladies of the
church served a delightful lunch in
the Sunday-school room.

At the afternoon session ihe roll
of the Assembly was read by the
stated clerk. Rev. Dr. T. H. Law, and
the Assembly was formally consti¬
tuted with prayer by the moderator.
When nominataions for moderator
were called for. Ruliug Elder C. S.
McDowell, of Eufaula, Ala., nomi¬
nated Rev. Dr. Thornton Whaling,
president of Columbia Seminary.
Ruling Elder Professor William Din¬
widdle nominated Rev. Dr. A. B. Cur¬
rie, of Nashville, Tenn. Rev. A. A.
Wallace, of Mexico, Mo., nominated
Rev. Dr. W. R. Dobyns, of St. 'Joseph,
Mo. Rev. Dr. E. R. Leyburn, of Dur¬
ham, N. C.. nominated Rev. Dr. J. M.
Wells, of Wilmington, N. C.

At the request of the moderator,
Rev. J. G. Venable led the Assembly
in prayer that it might be guided In
the selection of the new moderator.
On the first ballot the vote was

Whaling, 60; Currie, 62; Dobyns,
35; Wells, 85. In accordance with a
motion adopted before the vote was
taken, Dr. Dobyns* name was dropped,
as he received the lowest vote.
On the second vote Dr. Whaling re¬

ceived 59 votes; Dr. Currie, 67; Dr.
Wells, 105. Dr. Whaling's name was
dropped.
On the third ote Dr. Currie received

99 votes and Dr. Wells received 129,
On motion, the vote for Dr. Wells

was made unanimous by a -rising vote.
The moderator asked Ruling Elder

Hon. Calvin Wells, the brother of the
newly-eleeted moderator, to escort
him to the moderator's chair, and he
waa greeted by the whole Assembly
rising to its feet.

Mr. J. w. McCain, of Mecklenburg
Presbytery, presented the Assemblywith a gavel for the use of the mode¬
rator. In presenting this gavel Mr.
McCain said:
Mr. Moderator and Christian Friendsassembled here:
Nefr Waxhaw' my home town, on

w H1«hway Just over inCarolina, stands a monumenterected by the Daughters of theAmerican Revolution, in honor of thebirthplace of Andrew Jackson, seventhPresident of the United States, and

this gavel which I now have the honor
and pleasure of presenting to you In
the name of Mecklenburg Presbyteryis supremely entitled to be called a
"Jacksonlan gavel."

First, because the trees from which
this gavel was made grew near the
spot, where Andrew Jackson was born.

Second, because persimmon, hick¬
ory and cedar form its constituent
parts, and these trees are typical of
President Jackson's career.
The persimmon wood, which forms

the head of this little instrument of
authority, reminds us that a persim¬
mon in its green stage is sure to ren¬
der uncomfortable anyone who trifles
with it. So Andrew Jackson in the
green stage of his life always brought
discomfort to anyone who dared to
trflle with him; and like the persim¬
mon in its ripe age, Andrew Jackson
in the ripeness of his latter years
acquired a pleasantness and suavity
very delightful to those who had social
relations with him. Then, too, the
persimmon is the most Democratic of
all the trees that wave in the forest,
offering its fruits freely to the rich
and the poor, high and low alike, and
herein we have another most strikinglikeness to the most democratic of all
the Presidents.

It is hardly necessary for me to
call the attention' of this intelligent
audience to the similarity that exists"
between the qualities of the hickory,the handle of this gavel, and the char¬
acter of Andrew Jackson, for historyhas forever put her seal on that, and
until time shall be no more the name
"Old Hickory," emblem of strength,
courage and firmness, will ever be a
household word throughout this fair
Southland of ours, and will echo and
re-cho aloud down through the cor¬
ridors of time in answer to every
utterance of the name of Andrew
Jackson.
The third and last wood mentioned

in the formation of this gavel is cedar.
Cedar has been celebrated from the
most ancient times for its beauty,
magnificence and longevity, as well as
for the excellence and durability of its
timber. It is often mentioned in the
Scriptures, it supplied the wood-work
in Solomon's Temple; and in the
poetry of the Old Testament it is a
frequent emblem of prosperity,
strength and stability; and as this
cedar penetrates the handle of this
gavel, so did the love of country for
liberty and freedom penetrate the
great heart of "Old Hickory," which
caused him to stand as immovable as
the rocks of Gibraltar in the princi¬
ples that he conceived to be right.

But aside from the woods which so
appropriately form this gavel, the
very instriftnent itself, in its resem¬
blance to the mallet or hammer,
should immediately call to our minds
the hammering that Jackson adminis¬
tered to the British at New Orleans,
or his smashing of the United States
Bank, which he believed to be a dan¬
gerous institution to a republic such
as ours.

His hammertoe down of the nullifi¬
cation doctrine ot our South Caro¬
lina neighbors in 1832 is another
case in point, but is likely to be better
remembered by them than by us, and
I simply mention it in passing.

All through his public career An¬
drew Jackson never failed to bring his
gavel down hard on every principlehe conceived to be wrong.
And now, Mr. Moderator, as "Old

Hickory" was successful in command¬
ing his armies, and guiding safely the
"old ship of state" into the harbors
of safety, I therefore pray that you
may be successful in wielding this
"Jacksonlan gavel" over this the fifty-
seventh session of the General Assem¬
bly of the Southern Presbyterian
Church that all may join heartily and
make this the best session in its his¬
tory.

I present it with all its historic sig¬nificance and that It may be dedicated
for the purpose intended in the Mas¬
ter's service as the property of the
Assembly, is my earnest prayer.
The inscription on the gavel Is:

"Jacksonlan Gavel
Presented to
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J. W. M., Rep.
The reports of the Executive Com¬

mittees were presented and distribu¬
ted. One of the striking facts about
these reports is the spirit of optim¬
ism shown in each of them, and
another Is the excellent results which

have been accomplished by the work
done by these committees.

Rev. Dr. Walter L. Lingle, chairman
of a committee appointed by the last
Assembly, presented the following re¬
port, which will be discussed at a later
time:

Report of the Ad Interim Committee
on Oglethorpe University.

This committee was created and
given instructions under the follow¬
ing resolution, which was passed by
the General Assembly in session at
Orlando, Fla., in May, 1916:

"After a conference with certain
members of the Board of Directors of
Oglethorpe University, and certain
members of the Committee of Educa¬
tion and the Advisory Committee of
Education and other brethren inter¬
ested. it was agreed by them to ask
this Assembly to appoint an ad interim
committee of five, three ministers and
two elders, to confer with a like com¬
mittee from the Board of Directors of
Oglethorpe University to see if it is
possible to come to some agreement as
to the relationship of Oglthorpe Uni¬
versity to the Presbyterian Church in
the United States which would be sat¬
isfactory to all parties concerned and
report to the next Assembly. It was
also agreed to ask the Assembly to
appoint the following as that commit¬
tee: Revs. Walter L. Lingle, D. D.,
Robert F. Campbell, D. D., C. W.
Grafton, D. D., Elders Helm Bruce
and John 3. Munce." (See Minutes
1916, p. 18.)

In compliance with the instructions
given in this resolution, your ad inte¬
rim committee held a series of con¬
ferences with a similar committee
from the Board of Directors of Ogle¬
thorpe University, In the city of At¬
lanta, on February 13 and 14, 1917,
All the members of our committee
were present except Dr. Grafton, who
was detained at the last moment.

First, guided by the Oglethorpe
committee, we inspected the grounds
and buildings and material equipment
of Oglethorpe University.
We found a site consisting of forty-

eight and one-sixth acres of land, to
which Oglethorpe will have a fee sim¬
ple title after it has been used for
twenty years for educational, religious
or benevolent purposes. There is no
special natural beauty about the site,
but we believe that it will make an
adequate and satisfactory campus
when it has been properly graded and
beautified. This tract of land is loca¬
ted north of Atlanta on the main line
of the Southern Railway at Crosskeys
station, which the Southern Railwaytime table says is ten and eight-tenth
miles from the Terminal (Southern)Station in Atlanta. It is above five
or six miles out side of the city limits
of Atlanta. A trolley car line at pres¬
ent goes within a mile of the Univer¬
sity and promises to go to the gate of
the grounds in the near future. Only
one building has been erected. It is
an unusually substantial and hand¬
some building, and elegant in all of
its appointments. It Is built of stone
and is fireproof throughout. We un¬
derstand that it cost about $175,000.This building includes dormitories for
students, classrooms, administrative
offices, dining-room and kitchen. We
had the pleasure of meeting the pro¬fessors and students and of lookingin a general way into the courses of
study. About sixty students have been
in attendance during the past year.

.
These are all In the freshman class,
and are doing about the same gradeof work that is in the freshman class
in the average college. It cannot be
said that Oglethorpe is now doing anyreal university work, but the Board of
Directors say they are looking for¬
ward to the establishment of post¬graduate and university work when
conditions make it possible.

Your committee also made a care¬
ful study of the charter of Oglethorpeand the by-laws of the Board of Di¬
rectors. A full, up-to-date statement
concerning the financial affairs of
Oglethorpe was made to your ad In¬
terim committee and the report of a
reliable expert accountant was laid
before us, showing clearly the assets
and liabilities and expenditures of the
institution to date. We have a copyof these statements, and are prepared
to give such information along these
lines as may be pertinent to the dis¬
cussion of the subject in hand.

Having put ourselves in possessionof all the information that seemed
necessary, we settled down to the con¬
ference, which the last Assembly di¬
rected us to hold in the resolution
quoted above. We would like for the
members of this Assembly to study

H?rnfnt.,,r th! BPeclflc scope of the In¬
structions given us in that rpaninti^r.
before looking at our findings.

It has been rather difficult for us
interpret this resolution and to

waS?edr usretCi8eH,y What the As8embly
wanted us to do. Your committee

thfi°ringi s.®methinK of the history of
the resolution, was under the Impres¬
sion that the Assembly expected us
to take up some of the larger que"
tions connected with this subject such

sltv r!.°Ur Ch"rch need a univer-
f' ;

' Can our Church afford a uni¬
versity and at the same time sun-

nd iH.-furfn Ui8tely ihe ereat missIonary~
at«onal and benevolent enter

prises which she already has? Does
our Church really want a university '

>oes our Churrh WMt aU J{y
o^LSornteTT thG P,an a"d id"als
that Lurh f. HniVerSity? We believe
that such fundamental questions as
these must be considered in any ade

th» 1 h»nd sati8fact°ry discussion of
the subject now before us.
On the other hand, our brethren <>>.

a'stHctU-hinrPe .C?mmittee insisted on
a strictij literal Interpretation of thn

.bf larger nu^ZTTvo^'!?
"» Og.e.horpe Commute.;limited our discussions with thom

and have limited our flndli. tr\ Si
aKjjrsss-aSHi
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all parues concerned/^ to
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°
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nad passed upon some nf
tions which we have mentio^ed and^f
edethpmp time, had definitely instruct¬
ed the Executive Committer nfPh..
tian Education and MInistreial Relief
to study the whole field In a sclen

"unfve'S,' 0f.ed ?<

Prepared and presented to the lasr
Assembly the resolution under whiA
our committee is working Sflch
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